Alice Horackova
A House Divided

This family chronicle from Czechoslovakia’s Sudetenland takes the form of a
novel, opening and closing with letters. In the aftermath of the WWII, a pair of
best friends is forced to correspond across an insurmountable border: Zdena is
Czech and Agnes is German.

Born in the same village in the KrkonoSe/Riesengebirge Mountains, they were
endowed with strikingly different temperaments: the hot-blooded Zdenka strives
to be the equal of boys while the thoughtful Agnes dreams of becoming a
teacher.

As they come of age, their native Benecko teems with lumber jacks, poachers,
smugglers, Spiritists and shady dealers in local fabrics. The mayor falls asleep as
a Czech to wake up as a German; German tavern owners speak German in the
kitchen, but switch to Czech in the beerhall to sell more beer. And love blooms
everywhere: Zdena falls fatally in love with Hanz Hollmann, but this enterprising
German marries Agnes, because she has a big dowry. And so best friends turn
into rivals and later, once Zdena marries Hanz’s older brother Vincek to give a
father to her love child, they even turn into sister-in-laws.

By then Benecko becomes fraught with nationalist tension. It culminates when
the Germans succeed in building a new school before the Czechs do, setting off
an eruption of tribal passions. Suddenly, battles are waged inside families over
which nationality its members claim in the national census and acrimonious
investigations are conducted to find out who had killed a dog called Masaryk and
why...

In 1938, Hitler annexes Sudetenland to his Reich and no citizen of Benecko goes
to sleep as a Czech to wake up as a German anymore. Now everyone must
choose his or her side. The stakes marking the new border slice Benecko in half,
so a few locals have their house in Czechoslovakia while their barn stands in the
Reich. And their families are divided and separated in the same way.

The Hollmann brothers quickly join the NSDAP. Vincek is an enthusiastic flag-
waver while Hanz merely intends to improve his business prospects. As usual,
his calculations are correct and he ends up buying a Jewish textile factory from
the Office of the Reich Protektor for a fraction of its real cost.

Agnes and Zdena strive to keep the divided family together, though they too
often have to choose between greater and lesser evils. By the time the war
draws to a close, Zdena is hiding a Wehrmacht deserter while Agnes falls into
the hands of the RG Men, the Czech revolutionary guards, who take revenge on



Germans as soon as it's safe to do so. While being interred in a vast Lager inside
Prague’s Strahov Stadium before her expulsion from the country, Agnes is
reunited with her brother-in-law Vincek. He is held there as a Wehrmacht
prisoner of war. His brother Hanz waits too long to escape as he strives to keep
his wartime gains and ends up committing suicide. Agnes, however, never even
learns why or how her husband dies.

,Nothing belongs to us, nobody wants us, | guess we really are Ausgewiesene.
You can’t imagine what it’s like when you don’t even have a pillow, or a blanket
or a coffee cup,” writes Agnes to Zdena from West Germany in her wavering
Czech. Even though she was always critical of Nazis, she can’t go back home.
~What's happened to us all?“ wonders Zdena in her reply.

A House Divided tells the stories of secret loves, escapes, wrongs, strategic
name changes and frog-mouse wars which wound up costing real human lives.
The author weaves a grand Familienroman out of the stories in her own family as
well as oral histories, memoirs and period photographs, alternating male and
female voices and documents with fantasy. Her pen was led by village, school
and church archives and inspired by the split in her own family of
Hollmanns/Horaceks: her great grandfather Hollmann was a German poacher
and a fabric dealer who married a Czech woman. He became a vocal Nazi and
was expelled from Czechoslovakia in 1945, along with his brothers. His son (and
the author’s grandfather) changed his name to Horacek and was allowed to stay.
One of Horackova’s distant relatives, and a model for a principal character in the
book, went as far as to aryanize a Jewish textile works and befriend Reinhard
Heydrich...
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Alice Horackova
Rozptleny diim

Romanova kronika jednoho rodu ze Sudet zacCina a konci dopisy, které si v roce
1945 vyménuji pres hranice dvé nejlep$i kamaradky: Ceska Zdenka a Némka
Agnes.

Obé se narodily v horské vesnici Benecko v KrkonoSich a obé jsou uplné jiné:
zatimco horkokrevna Zdena se touZzi podobat chlapcim, uvazlivéjsi Agnes sni o
kariére ucitelky.

V dobé, kdy dospivaji, je Benecko rajem dfevaru, pytlakd, paseraku, spiritistl a
kSeftman( s textilem. Starosta obce usina jako Cech a probouzi se jako Némec
a némecti hospodsti mluvi na Stamgasty Cesky, aby vytocili vic piva. A pro lasku
se tam nechodi daleko: Zdena se osudové zamiluje do podnikavého Némce
Hanze Hollmanna, ktery bydli jen par kroku od ni. Za manzela si ho v§ak vezme
Agnes, ktera ma vétsi véno.

Z nejlepSich kamaradek se stavaji sokyné a pozdéji Svagrové, kdyz se Zdena
provda za Hanzova starSiho bratra Vincka. Jenze doba se vyostfuje: kdyz si
Némci postavi novou $kolu dfiv nez Cesi, je z toho narodnostni aféra. Podobné
emotivné se vesnici fesi i to, k jaké narodnosti se kdo pfihlasi pfi s€itani lidu, a
kdo komu zamordoval psa jménem Masaryk.

Po zaboru Sudet Hitlerem uz na Benecku nikdo neusina jako Cech a neprobouzi
se jako Némec, kazdy si musi vybrat, kde stoji. Vesnice, domy i rodiny jsou
rozdélené nejenom ideové, ale i fakticky. Hrani¢ni koliky Benecko rozkroji vejpul,
a tak ma ¢ast obyvatel dum v Ceskoslovenské republice a stodolu v Fisi.

Oba bratfi Hollmannové vstupuji do NSDAP, Vincek z pfesvédceni a Hanz z
pragmatismu, aby za vyhodnych podminek koupil od Ufadu fiského protektora
Zidovskou tovarnu s textilem. Agnes se Zdenkou se snazi udrzet rodinu
pohromadé, ale i ony ¢asto musi volit mezi mensim a vétSim zlem. Na konci
valky u sebe Zdena ukryva dezertéra z Wehrmachtu a Agnes padne do rukou
revoluénich gard. Je internovana v lagru pro odsunuté Némce v Praze na
Strahové, kde se potkava se svym Svagrem, zajatym vojakem Wehrmachtu
Vinckem. Jeji manzel Hanz spacha sebevrazdu, ale Agnes se nikdy nedozvi,
jestli to sebevrazda opravdu byla.

,Nic nam nepatfi, nikdo nas nechce, jsme holt Ausgewiesene. Ty si to
nedovedes predstaviti jak to je, kdyZz nemas ani polstar, pefinu nebo hrnek,” pise
svou Spatnou Cestinou Agnes ze zapadniho Némecka Zdence. | kdyz nebyla
nacistkou, do svého domova se nemuze vratit.

,CO se to s nama se vSema stalo?“ odpovida ji Zdenka.

Rozpuleny diim je pfibéhem o tajnych laskach, utécich, kfivdach, zménach jmen
i pfijmeni a zabomysSich valkach, které nakonec staly zivoty. Autorka spléta velky



L<familienroman® z rodinnych pfibéh, vzpominek, dobovych fotografii i archivnich
zaznamu, stfida muzské a Zenské hlasy a fantazii s citacemi. Ruku ji vedly
obecni, Skolni i farni kroniky a pfedevsim vlastni rozpulena rodina Hollmannu-
Horacku: jeji pradéda byl némecky pytlak a kSeftman s textilem, ktery si vzal
Cesku. Po nastupu Konrada Henleina se stal nacistou a po roce 1945 byl se
svymi bratry odsunuty. Jeho syn si zménil jméno a mohl v Ceskoslovensku
zustat. Jeden z jejich pfibuznych, pfedobraz hlavni postavy, se stal skute¢né
arizatorem zidovskeé fabriky a pfitelem Reinharda Heydricha.
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