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RIGHT BEFORE LEAVING FOR MEXICO, 
ALL THE OLYMPIANS WERE INVITED TO 

THE PRESIDENTIAL CASTLE. WELCOMING 
THEM THERE WAS THE PRESIDENT 

SVOBODA, ALEXANDR DUBCEK AND ALL 
THE OTHER COMMUNIST POLITICIANS 

WHO, A FEW DAYS EARLIER IN MOSCOW, 
HAD SIGNED THE MOSCOW DICTATE.

I don’t think it’s in 
human power to fulfill 
what we’re all expecting 

from you, Vera.

The President 
of the Czechoslovak 
Socialist Republic!

Your expedition is a tangible 
proof of the consolidation of 

our political situation.

We will always keep 
in mind your courage, your 
wisdom and your integrity.

Vera, would you 
give me an autograph, 

please?



That lace is like 
a breeze. You could 

almost eat it.

Hope I’m not dragging 
this dress along for nothing. 

Wish me luck.

So you really 
won’t get married, 

unless you win 
there?

Does the groom 
also have to win?

Oh, no! In that case
 I’d end up an old maid! 
They don’t expect much 

of him, he’s lucky… 

So how does he 
handle it, you winning 

all those medals 
when he isn’t?

Not all that well, 
but I hope it’s my last 

competition and all this 
madness will end. And 

I’ll only be a wife 
and a Mom...

I’m leaving it open… 
What if I don’t do well? Then 

I’d probably keep on competing, 
and you must be single 

for that.

It really, really 
suits you.



BY THE TIME THE CZECHOSLOVAK TEAM ARRIVED IN MEXICO 
CITY, THE SOVIET GYMNASTS HAD ALREADY SPENT 14 DAYS 
THERE. THEY WERE PERFECTLY ACCLIMATED TO THE HIGH 

ALTITUDE AND ENGAGED IN AN INTENSIVE CHARM OFFENSIVE.

The Mexicans asked 
us to do a public training 

session. Together with 
the Russians... She had to quit, 

the poor kid. So, are 
you buying another 

souvenir medal?

No! You go 
to Mexico for the 

gold, right? Like the 
conquistadors!

Oh, boy, talk 
about a bull 

fight…

What do you know, the nursery 
is still a nursery! Where’s Dada?



THE MEXICAN PUBLIC ADORED 
KUCHINSKAYA. THERE WASN’T 
A NEWSPAPER OR A MAGAZINE 
IN THE COUNTRY WHICH HADN’T 

PRINTED HER PORTRAIT.

Back in Dortmund I saw that 
Caslavska takes the competition 

very seriously and that the slightest 
mishap rattles her. I have found 

a way to defeat her already.

WHEN CASLAVSKA ARRIVED, ALL THE JOURNALISTS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS 
DESCENDED ON HER. THE BEAUTIFUL CZECH BLOND FASCINATED 

THEM AS THE “BRIDE OF MEXICO”, LA NOVIA DE MEXICO.



AUDITORIO NACIONAL, OCTOBER 1968

BEFORE THE GAMES STARTED, CASLAVSKA AND 
KUCHINSKAYA ALONG WITH THEIR RESPECTIVE 
TEAMS HELD ONE PUBLIC PRACTICE TOGETHER.

VERA VERA RA RA RA!

VERA VERA RA RA RA!

VERA VERA RA RA RA!



Natasha  RA RA RA!

Natasha  RA RA RA!

Natasha RA RA RA!

Natasha  RA RA RA!



And on the bus, she sat 
right behind me and kept talking 

and laughing incredibly loud. I wanted 
to turn around and slap her.

But Vera, don’t you 
get it? Kuchinskaya is 

scared of you!

Did you see that? 
Kuchinskaya’s not only doing my 

“Ultra C”, she’s doing the twist from 
the top bar too! Why is she 

copying me?



What are you 
doing, Vera?

I can’t sleep and I didn’t 
want to disturb you, so I’m 
polishing my beam routine. 

That’s my biggest worry.



You will stay 
out of that stadium 

and that’s that!
But darling, 

I go through these 
nerve-racking situations 
all the time… And you’re 

sure to advance!

The finals, yes! 
You can come and see 
the finals. If I’ll make 

it that far…

Don’t even think 
about slipping in there 

on the sly! If you care about 
me at all, don’t even watch it 

on TV! I want to tell you 
about it myself after 

it’s over.



ODLOZIL ADVANCED FROM THE QUALIFYING HEAT 
AS WELL AS FROM THE SEMIFINALS, BECOMING ONE 
OF TWELVE FINALISTS OF THE 1,500 METER RACE.



Forgive me, but the occupation 
is an occupation. And we are here 

to help our republic.

Just a minute, 
comrades!

In the light of the recent 
Moscow Treaty, an agreement that 

was signed by Party’s First Secretary Alexandr 
Dubcek too, I’d like to instruct you on how to deal 
with journalists, so that we wouldn’t needlessly 

incite the Soviets with whom we are currently 
normalizing our relations…





KENYA’S KIP KEINO WON THE 1,500 METER RACE 
CONVINCINGLY. JOSEF ODLOZIL FINISHED 8-TH, 

FOURTEEN SECONDS BEHIND THE WINNER.

I left 
everything 
I had out 

there.

That Black 
guy was like from 
another planet.

I don’t know about 
you, but I’m satisfied 

with what I did.



For the first time 
in my whole life…

That’s because 
it’s your last competition! 

At least you’ll be lighter for 
the vault, Casravskasan.



I don’t want 
to know anything about 

how Kuchinskaya is doing. I’ll 
just concentrate on myself, 

and I’ll show them!



IN THE END, IT WAS KUCHINSKAYA WHOSE 
NERVES FAILED HER. AT THE END OF THE FIRST 

DAY OF COMPETITION, AFTER THE COMPULSORIES, 
CASLAVSKA WAS ON TOP OF THE ALL-AROUND 
STANDINGS BY HALF A POINT, FOLLOWED BY 
ZINAIDA VORONINA OF THE SOVIET UNION. 

CASLAVSKA’S LAST APPARATUS 
ON THE FINAL DAY OF THE 
ALL-AROUND COMPETITION 
WERE THE UNEVEN BARS.



Ladies and gentlemen by the radios at home, 
cross your fingers! Vera has vaulted onto 

the bars, one over thrust, second over 
thrust, Vera is flying between the bars 

to and fro, up and down. Oh my god, she’s 

falling, no, she didn’t fall! Hurray! 
She didn’t fall, she didn’t, my friends!

Pour me a drink, 
Mother. I felt a stab 

in my heart.



IN THE TEAM COMPETITION, THE CZECHOSLOVAK WOMEN ONLY NARROWLY MISSED DEFENDING 
THEIR GOLD MEDALS FROM DORTMUND, GAINING THEIR THIRD SILVER MEDAL IN A ROW.



So now can 
we finally have 
that wedding? Now we can.



How do you feel, 
like throwing up 
tomorrow too?

I’d like to, but 
there’s nothing left.



The last vault 
of my life! Nailed it like 

a hammer.

No reason to break 
your neck now.

Bye, bye, beammie, 
time to say good-bye.

IN THE FIRST TWO 
FINALS, CASLAVSKA 
WON GOLD MEDALS 

IN THE VAULT AND ON 
THE UNEVEN BARS.



ON BALANCE BEAM, SHE GAINED 
“ONLY” A SILVER MEDAL. 

THE APPARATUS WAS WON BY 
KUCHINSKAYA TO LOUD BOOS 

AND HISSING FROM THE AUDIENCE. 
OTHERWISE KUCHINSKAYA HAD 

TO CONTENT HERSELF WITH 
ONLY A PAIR OF BRONZES.

IN FLOOR EXERCISE, CASLAVSKA DANCED 
TO THE STRAINS OF THE MEXICAN HAT 
DANCE AND WON HER FOURTH GOLD.



THE REFEREES SUBSEQUENTLY RETROACTIVELY ADJUSTED THE MARKS OF LARISA PETRIK, SO THAT THIS SOVIET WOULD 
SHARE THE GOLD MEDAL WITH CASLAVSKA. CASLAVSKA SEIZED THIS OPPORTUNITY TO PROTEST AGAINST THE SOVIET 

OCCUPATION PUBLICLY. SHE HAD ORIGINALLY INTENDED TO FLASH A VICTORY SIGN DURING THE CEREMONY, BUT REJECTED 
THIS GESTURE AFTER TWO BLACK AMERICAN SPRINTERS WERE EXPELLED FROM THE GAMES. TOMMIE SMITH AND JOHN 

CARLOS RAISED THEIR HANDS IN BLACK GLOVES DURING THE NATIONAL ANTHEM TO PROTEST AGAINST RACISM IN THE USA. 
CASLAVSKA DID NOT WANT HER GOLD MEDALS TO GO TO SOVIET GYMNASTS BY FORFEIT, SO SHE CHOSE A SILENT PROTEST.

Soiuz 
nerushimyj


